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By MALCOLM SMITH, l.u.c.p. 


1 Tim indebted to Dr, Malcolni Sniith for examples of the follow- 
iitg'specieR of llept iles wliicK he suspected to bo now to Science, and 
which he has request k 1 me to describe. 

LyGOSOMA ANUOINOIDES.^ 

Section Lygosoina. Limbless. Snout sSiort, rounded, project- 
feebly beyond tho mouth. Nostril pierced in iha anterior part of 
a laT'ge nasal, wdiich is narrowly separated from its fellow: rostral 
produced between the nasals: frontonasal nearlj^ twice ns broad as 
long, forming a narrow suture wiHi the rostral, and a broad one wWh 
tlie frontal: praefrontals veiy small and widely separatcal: frontal as 
long as broad, in contact with the first (largest) siipraeiliary and with 
the first supraocular: three supraoculars, first largest: five snpra- 
ciliaries: fiontoparietais distinct, about as large as tlie interparietal: 
larielals nai row, forming a suture behind the interparietal, followed by 
a })air of nuelialsi six upper labials, first largest: symphysial very 

* [Thci illnstiaiion nf rliU new lixard is not yet completed iiiui will a}ipo:ir 
in the next imtnhiT ilie deiinud. Eds.] 
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lar^e : par conipletol}’ hiclrlen. 22 smooth scfiles roiiiicl tlie middle 
of' tlie body, dorsals a little larger tlian laterals and ventrals, A pair 
of enlarged praeaiialsp Tail thick. Pale greyish brown, with a pair 
of dark brown streaks along tlie middle of the back and a broadei* 
dorso-lateral i>air; below t he latter aiul on the belly, brown lines 
run between the series of scales. 

Total Jengtli 95 mm. : tall ( reproduced ) 35 mm. 

The single specimen described was found l>eneatrli a log at 
liangtnpliam 

This species is very closely related to the Australian L. opMo^ 
Plgr. {Ophiosemm^ amlmlu, ih^ters), which diHers in the 
rostral forming a broader suture with the fron ona^al and in tlie 
broader frontal and parietals* 

SlMOTKS IXOllNATrS. 

Nasal divided ; portion of rostral seen from above, as long as 
its distance froiii the frontal; suture between tlie internasals longer 
than that between the praefroiitals ; frontal as long as its distance from 
tlie end of tlie snout, as long as the parietals ; lorenl a little longer 
than deep; one praeoeular and two postoculars; no suboculars; 
temporals 1 + 2 ; eight upper labials, fourth and fifth entering tlie eye ; 
four lower labials iu contact with the anterior chin-shields, wliicli are 
jiearl)' twice as long as the posterior. Scales in 15 rows. Ventrals 
171 j aud entire ; subcaudaU 42. Uniform pale brown above,^judlowiah 
white lieueatii. 

Total length 5S0 mm.; tail 00 mm. 

A single male specimen from Nong Kai Ploi, P. of Si'iraclia. 

The number of rows of scales easily distinguishes this species 
from S. vuAaceiis, Cantor, to which it is most nearly related, 

[Tills snake was collected and kindly forwarded to me by Mr, 
P. A. 11. Barron, of tlie Ihuaieo Company, to whom 1 am also indebted 
J‘or a second specirnen, wliieh differs from the type descripliou in tlm 
following particulars. Portion of rostral seen fVtmi above, shorter than 
its distance from tlie frontal : suture between the internasals equal to 
to suture betweei^ the praefrontals. Loreal as long as deep. Ventrals 
175. Subcaudals 40. Color, Above, dult, salmon-red ( mncli brighter, 
1 am informed, in life ) and with very faintly market I dark greyish 
narrow cross-bars. Below, witli indistinct, small, squarisJi spots, placed 
laterally, in the posterior haU of the bedy and tail. This specimen has 
been in ni)’ possession for some months, and the Iiandsfnne red coloring 
has gradually faded until now it is nearly of the brown hue desenbed 
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nnsoiiirTioKS of nfw bfptilfs ffon Siam, go 


by Mr. Boulen^er, &h'. liarrcn who paw botli ppecinif-ns when 
frepli informs me, however^ tliab the fivA one nevei' showed an}' ml 
colurafion. Tlio clrawinff of the lieatl, by Miv G, L» Groimtlwater, 
is from ilia second specimen, winch will bo also presented to Hie British 
Museum.—M. 8. J 

llYrsiuiiiXA sMiTun. 

Rostral twice as lirc^ad as deep; inteniasal singloj a little more 
than twice as broad as long ; frcmial scared}’ broader tliaii the supra¬ 
ocular, twice as long as biviad, as long as its distance from the end of 
the snout, a liMle shorter than the parietals ; loreal as long as deep, in 
contact witli the interuasal ; one praeocidar, the lower part, on one side, 
separated off as a snbociilar, two postociilars ; temporn'ils i + 2 —3; 
eight upper labials, foiii'th entering the eve; fire lower labials in 
contact with the anterior chin-shields ; posterior chin-shields hard I}’ 
distinguishable from the snrrounding scales. Scales in 21 rows 
Ventrals 121 ; anal divided ; siibcaudals 5G. Head and anteiior |)art: 
of the body grey above, with a 7AgAag vertL*bral band formed of 
confluent large black spots, and black on the sides and beneatli, 
the black being Luteri'upted hy light pinkish liars which are conliimetl 
as irregular series of yellow spots across the bell}* ; posterior part of 
body irridescent black, with incomplete narrow anntili, wlucdi are- 
pinkish above and yellow beneath ; n]>per surface of head spotted 
with black, with a black U-sliaped mark from the angle of the luoiUh 
to the parietah Tongue whitish (in life). 

Total lenglli 4U0 miin ; tad SO mm. 

A single female specimen from the river Meiiam at Bangkok. 

This species, namerl after Dr. Malcolm 8miUi, is very closel}' 
allied to //. ju/jorii, Peters, from which it differs in the narrower 
frontal shield and, very strikingly, in the coloration. 

[ITis snake was canglit by a sinnall boy whilst shrimping off 
Messi^, L, T Leonoweiis, Lid., and kindly sent me by Mr, Miller. 
1 kept it alive for four montlis. It had the sluggish disposition that 
is found in so many of the fresh-wafer snakes, and never ma le an}-* 
attempt to bite when 1 land led. It was not strictly aquatic, and ]ivr<l 
C|uite as much on the land as in the water. On one occasion it ate 
a fisin but afterwards refused all food.—M.S."] 

Dr. Malcolm 8mith has [lointed out to mo that two distinct 
forms have been confounded by Guntlier and by myself under tlie name 
ol' Simoies [(miialus^ One, with 17 rows of scales ami a blackLh spot 
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at tliG base of tlie tail and another at flie end, has been figured hj 
(iiintlier (Kept. Brit, liul., pL XX. fig* A). The other, with 19 
rows of scales and without the spots on the tail lias been described and 
figured Jan as S. (juadrilmeahts. Unfortunately, the tatter name 
is a strict synonym of S. taeniaius, Gunther's original description 
(W 7u S, 1861, p. ISO ) having been drawn up from a single specimen 
of tlic same furm ; so that 1 am compelled to propose a new name, 
ran Monhoti., fur the snake figured in the Kcptiles of British India, 
1 should have regarded these two forms as species, as Dr. Malcolm 
8inith, who has examined many specimens, finds them always quite 
distinct from each other, but for tlu? fact that a specimen from Laos in 
the British Moseum combines the number of scales of S. iamiahis 
with the coloration of S. Mouhoti. Dr. Malcolm SmLbh further points 
out a diirercnce in the colour of the tongue, which is entirely reddish 
in the former, and black at the base and ah the tips in tlie latter. 


[I have now examined altogether some 40 specimens of these 
two forms from various parts of the country, and the fact tliat I liad 
so lar always found them distinct from each other, led me to think 
that they should bo ranked as species. Both are equally common in 
Hanokok. but the form with 10 rows of scales is rare outside. Tiie 


ful lowing are the various points 
my own specimens. 

S taeniaius. 

(Drawn up from 15 specimens.) 

10 rows of scales. 

Tuiigne red. 

Posterior iiead-mark arrow 
shaped. 

No tail-bars or collar. 


Subocular rarely present. 
Vontrals lo5 —167. 
temporals 2-h2, rarely 14-2. 


diffi'reiice, drawn uji from notes of 


S^ MoithoiL 

(Drawn up from 25 specimens.) 

17 rows of scales. 

Tongue black at the base and 
tips. 

Post erior head-mark heart 
shaped, * 

1 or 2 tail-bars and a more or 
less ccmiilete collar, (Any or 
all occasionally absent). 

Bubocular geneiidly present, 

V en t rals 144 — 163. 

Temporals 1 -f 2, rarely 2-f-2, 


I should bo grateful to any member of the Pocii fy who will 
forward me further sj eciinens ior exnminntiuu. A dGdcrijdion of the 
two forms will be fnund in the article on the Snakes of Bangkok, in 
this number.— M. S*] 



